
Summer is the hungriest time of year for
families - kids are home and don’t have
access to free school meals.
Food insecurity is rising across Minnesota,
partly because of increased food costs.
There is high community interest and support
for this program.

P A R T I C I P A N T S
7 1 3  u n i q u e  f a m i l i e s   

2 5 0 6  v i s i t s  
9 , 0 0 0 +  p e o p l e

 

V O L U N T E E R S
1 3 0  p e o p l e  
 1 2 7 0  h o u r s

2  S I T E S
BLUFF CREEK

ELEMENTARY & 
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Free Produce Market
Summary 2024

o f  f a m i l i e s  s a i d  t h e
p r o g r a m  m a d e  t h e m  f e e l

l i k e  t h e y  b e l o n g  i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y

6 7 %  o f
f a m i l i e s   

e x p e r i e n c e d
f o o d

i n s e c u r i t y  i n
t h e  p a s t  1 2

m o n t h s  

7 4 %  o f  f a m i l i e s
r e p o r t e d  n e e d i n g

f o o d  a s s i s t a n c e
d u e  t o  r e c e n t

h i g h e r  p r i c e s  o f
b a s i c  n e c e s s i t i e s

4 4 %  o f
f a m i l i e s   

e x p e r i e n c e
o n g o i n g  n e e d

f o r  f o o d

9 1 , 7 5 6  
p o u n d s  o f

f o o d
d i s t r i b u t e d   

7 6 , 4 6 3
e s t i m a t e d
n u m b e r  o f

m e a l s
p r o v i d e d  

2 4  v a r i e t i e s
o f  f r e s h
p r o d u c e
o f f e r e d

t h r o u g h o u t
t h e  s u m m e r   

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  F r e e  P r o d u c e  M a r k e t  p r o g r a m . . .

o f  f a m i l i e s  e a t
m o r e  f r u i t  a n d

v e g e t a b l e s

o f  f a m i l i e s
e a t

h e a l t h i e r

o f  f a m i l i e s  h a v e
l e s s  f i n a n c i a l

s t r e s s



PARTICIPANT
FEEDBACK

P a r t n e r s  

WWW.FINDFOODCARVERCOUNTY.ORG

Will partner with local food shelves to increase capacity and
improve services to better meet the needs of the community.  
Will continue to collaborate with hunger relief partners to
address root causes of food insecurity.  
Will continue the Free Produce Market in 2025. 

F i n a n c i a l
S p o n s o r s  

A  B e t t e r  S o c i e t y  
B o u n t i f u l  B a s k e t  F o o d
S h e l f
C a r v e r  C o u n t y
C e n t r a l  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s
E a s t e r n  C a r v e r  C o u n t y
S c h o o l s  

M i  C A S A
S e c o n d  H a r v e s t
H e a r t l a n d  
S o u t h w e s t  C a r v e r
C o u n t y  F o o d  S h e l f

B a n k  V i s t a
B o u n t i f u l  B a s k e t  F o o d
S h e l f
C h a s k a  R o t a r y
D i s t r i c t  1 1 2  F o u n d a t i o n
G r a c e  C h u r c h
E a s t e r n  C a r v e r  C o u n t y
S c h o o l s  

N Y A  L i o n s
N i c o l e t  N a t i o n a l  B a n k
S c h e e l ’ s
S e c o n d  H a r v e s t
H e a r t l a n d
S o u t h w e s t  C a r v e r
C o u n t y  F o o d  S h e l f  

“ W e  f i n a l l y  h a v e  a
s a v i n g s  s t a r t e d . ”

“ D o n ' t  h a v e  t o  w o r r y
a b o u t  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f

f o o d . ”“ H e l p e d  m a k e  i t
t o  p a y  d a y . ”

“ A l l o w s  u s  t o  s p e n d
m o n e y  o n  o t h e r

h o u s e h o l d  b i l l s . ”

“ M a k e s  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  m e
t o  g e t  f r e s h  f r u i t s  &

v e g g i e s . ”

“ I  h a d  n o  f o o d  t o d a y
u n t i l  n o w .

 T h a n k  y o u . ”

“ . . . T h e r e  w a s  l e s s  s t r e s s
a r o u n d  f e e d i n g  m y

f a m i l y  &  p a y i n g  m e d i c a l
b i l l s . ”  

“ W e  c a n  e a t
h e a l t h i e r  m e a l s  &

n o t  e a t  j u n k  f o o d . ”

http://www.findfoodcarvercounty.org/

